
Pre- SMELL 

Practicing addressing counters and providing elaboration 

Step 1:  Notetaking services should be denied access to college campuses.  These so-called services do 

not serve the best interest of the students because they encourage absenteeism; they are financially unfair; 

and they would deny students vital organizational and cognitive skills.   

Step 3:  Those who support these services will assert that notes are notes whether students have taken 

them themselves or not and are helpful no matter what the source.  In fact, research on student notetaking 

like the one completed by DeZure, Kaplan , and Deerman  claims that any type of notes “significantly 

improve recall of lecture material” (par. 4). What this study fails to address, though, is the importance of 

notetaking beyond simply being a tool to study for a test. It may be true that as far as studying for an 

exam goes, reviewing does seem to be more important than whether or not the student was actually 

present. Step 4:  However, it is learning how to organize ideas that is more important than “swallowing 

material whole” which is what we do with pre-packaged bought notes (“Students” par. 4). In life we must 

be able to take material that is verbally or visually presented to us, and we must create meaning from it.  

A note-taker hired to sit for us is going to create his own meaning, so now those notes have become his 

interpretation, not ours because we have no context now and have not been able to ask questions for 

clarity.  When a student makes his own decisions on key ideas, structure, and supporting ideas, 

comprehension of the topic will occur naturally and so will a deeper understanding of it (“Austin 

Community”). The Austin Community College Study Skills Center goes on to list the cognitive benefits 

of taking one’s own notes as well, noting that the skill “Keeps you alert” and “Engages your mind,” two 

points that have more to do with being a successful student and eventually a successful employee (1).  In 

our jobs, most of us will not be able to hire someone to organize our projects or sit in on the company 

meeting and let us know how it goes. Step 5:  Paying for notes may get us successfully through that exam 

and even that course, but eventually when we leave college, we run the risk of  being dependent and 

vulnerable; therefore, notetaking services are a quick fix that may well turn into a long-term malady.   


